
STUDENTS 09.12 

Admissions and Attendance 

RESIDENCE DEFINED 

Pupils whose parent or guardian resides in the District and has custody of the student, or pupils 
who are legal residents of the school District, or as otherwise provided by state or federal law, 
shall be considered residents and entitled to the privileges of the District's schools. 

All other pupils shall be classified as nonresidents for school purposes. 1 

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH 

The District shall provide educational and related services to homeless children and youth, 
including preschool-aged homeless children, and homeless children or youth not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian (unaccompanied youth) in a manner that does not segregate or 
stigmatize students on the basis of their homeless status. 

The District shall provide its schools with guidelines that detail the rights of homeless students 
and the responsibilities that schools have to meet their needs and eliminate barriers to school 
attendance. These guidelines shall emphasize the right of homeless students to: 

1. Have equal access to all educational programs and services, including transportation, 
that non-homeless students enjoy; 

2. Have access to preschool programs as provided to other children in the District; 

3. Continue attending their school of origin, when deemed in the best interest of the child, 
for the duration of homelessness; 

4. Attend regular public school with non-homeless students; and 

5. Continue to receive all services for which they are eligible (i.e., special education, 
gifted and talented, English learner). 

The District shall provide transportation to the school of origin for homeless children at the 
request of the parent or guardian ( or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison) if the 
child continues to live within the area served by the District in which the school of origin is 
located. If the child locates to a District other than that of his/her school of origin, the districts 
shall work together to apportion transportation to and from the school of origin and associated 
costs. If the districts are unable to reach agreement, responsibility and costs for transportation 
shall be shared equally. 

The District shall designate an appropriate staff person to serve as liaison to homeless children 
and unaccompanied youth. In addition to coordination of McKinney-Vento implementation in 
the District, the liaison is responsible for: 

• "Outreach" to other entities and agencies so that homeless students are identified; 

• Providing public notice of the educational rights of homeless children in locations 
frequented by parents/guardians and unaccompanied youths. This notice is to be in a 
manner and form that is understandable;2 

• Seeing that school personnel who provide McKinney-Vento Services receive professional 
development and other support; and 

• Ensuring that unaccompanied youths are enrolled in school and receive support to accrue 
credits and access to higher education. 
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STUDENTS 09.12 
(CONTINUED) 

Admissions and Attendance 

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH (CONTINUED) 

The District shall inform school personnel, service providers, advocates working with homeless 
families, parents, guardians and homeless children and unaccompanied youths of the duties of 
the liaison. 

All concerns regarding the education of homeless children and unaccompanied youth shall be 
referred to the District liaison. If a complaint arises regarding services or placement of homeless 
children and unaccompanied youth, the dispute resolution procedures as set forth in 704 KAR 
007:090 shall apply. 

Disputes over eligibility, school selection, or enrollment are to be appealed to the Kentucky 
Department of Education using the Dispute Resolution for Homeless form located at the link 
below: 

https://education.ky.gov/federal/progs/txc/Documents/Homeless%20Dispute%20Resolution%20Form.pdf 

The liaison shall provide a copy of the referenced form to the complainant. 

The District shall provide services for homeless children and unaccompanied youths with 
disabilities as required by law. 

CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE 

Students in foster care shall have equal access to all educational programs and services, 
including transportation, which all other students enjoy. 

Foster children are to be immediately enrolled in a new school. The District shall collaborate 
with the Cabinet to ensure immediate and appropriate enrollment of the child and immediately 
contact the student's previous school for relevant records. The previous school shall provide the 
new school records within the student information system maintained by the Kentucky 
Department of Education by the end of the working day on the day of receipt of a request. If a 
record provided to the new school is incomplete, the previous school shall provide the completed 
record within three (3) working days of the original request. Remaining records shall be provided 
within ten (10) working days of the request. 

The Superintendent shall appoint a Foster Care Liaison to coordinate activities relating to the 
District's provision of services to children placed in foster care, including transportation services, 
when the District is notified by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services in writing that the 
Cabinet has designated its foster care point of contact for the District. The Superintendent may 
appoint the District Foster Care Liaison prior to such notice from the Cabinet. 

Children in foster care, including preschool aged children if the District offers a preschool 
program, shall be eligible to attend their "school of origin" unless a determination is made that it 
is not in the child's best interest. Such determination will be made in collaboration with the child 
welfare agency. Dispute resolutions shall be handled by all agencies involved in the 
determination of the foster child's placement. 

When possible, a child exiting the foster care program during the school year shall be allowed to 
complete the school year in the school of origin. 
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STUDENTS 09.12 
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Admissions and Attendance 

BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD 

Determining the best interest of the child takes into consideration the following factors, including 
but not limited to: 

• The benefits to the child of maintaining educational stability; 

• The appropriateness of the current educational setting; 

• The child's attachment and meaningful relationships with staff and peers at the 
current educational setting; 

• The influence of the school's climate on the child; 

• The safety of the child; and 

• The proximity of the placement to the school of origin, and how the length of a 
commute would impact the child. 

Upon the determination that changing a child's school of enrollment is in the best interest of the 
child, the Cabinet, any applicable child-caring facility, child-placing agency, school, districts, 
and the child's state agency caseworker shall collaborate to ensure the immediate and appropriate 
enrollment of the child; 

1. The child's state agency caseworker shall immediately contact the receiving district to 
inform the district of the pending enrollment changes. 

2. The child's state agency caseworker or child-caring facility or child placing agency case 
manager shall either accompany the child and the foster parent to the new school to enroll 
the child or contact applicable staff at the new school via telephone during the day of 
enrollment, to assist with the enrollment, to share information relating to the child's 
unique needs and prior experiences that may impact their education, and to identify and 
prevent disruptions in any instructional or support services that the child may have been 
receiving prior to that time, including but not limited to medical and behavioral health 
history and individual service plans. 

IMMIGRANTS 

No student shall be denied enrollment based on his/her immigration status, and documentation of 
immigration status shall not be required as a condition of enrollment. 

The District may provide an approved high school program to a student who is a refugee or legal 
alien until the student graduates or until the end of the school year in which the student reaches 
the age of twenty-one (21 ), whichever comes first. 

NONRESIDENTS 

Nonresident pupils may be enrolled in the District's schools in accordance with Board policies 
09.1222, 09.124, and upon approval of the Superintendent. Once a nonresident student is 
enrolled for the academic year, the student may not be dismissed during that academic year 
without applicable due process. 3 
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STUDENTS 09.12 
(CONTINUED) 

Admissions and Attendance 

NONRESIDENTS (CONTINUED) 

Nonresident students designated as homeless or foster children may be required to be enrolled 
consistent with the "best interest of the child" or "school of origin" requirements under the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and the McKinney-Vento Act as amended by ESSA. 

NON-IMMIGRANT FOREIGN STUDENTS 

Non-immigrant foreign students qualifying for F-1 immigration status or who obtain an 
F-1 student visa may be admitted to the District based on the following guidelines: 

1. These students shall not be permitted to attend any publicly funded adult education 
program. 

2. These students may be permitted to attend in grades nine through twelve (9-12), but not 
at earlier grade levels. 

3. As required by law, these students shall pay a tuition fee equal to the full, unsubsidized 
per capita cost to the District for providing education to the student for the period of 
attendance. 

4. The period of attendance shall not exceed twelve (12) months. 

These requirements do not apply to immigrant students residing in the District or foreign 
students in any other immigration status, including exchange students. 

EXPELLED/CONVICTED STUDENTS 

The parent, guardian, Principal, or other person or agency responsible for the student shall 
provide to the school prior to admission, a sworn statement or affirmation concerning any of the 
following that have occurred in or outside Kentucky: 

1. If a student has been expelled from school; or 

2. If a student has been adjudicated guilty/convicted of, homicide, assault, or an offense in 
violation of state law or school regulations relating to weapons, alcohol, or drugs. 

Assault shall mean any physical assault, including sexual assault. 

The sworn statement or affirmation shall be on a form provided by the appropriate state agency 
and shall be sent to the receiving school within five (5) working days of official notification that 
a student has requested enrollment in the new school.4 

If a student is suspended or expelled for any reason, or faces charges that may lead to suspension 
or expulsion, but withdraws prior to a hearing from any public or private school in Kentucky or 
any other state and then moves into the District and seeks to enroll, the District shall review the 
details of the charges, suspension, or expulsion and determine if the student will be admitted, and 
if so, what conditions may be imposed upon the admission. Prior to a decision to deny 
admission, the District shall offer the student, parent/ guardian, or other persons having legal 
custody or control of the student a hearing before the Board. 
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Admissions and Attendance 

REFERENCES: 

1I<.R.S 159.010; OAG 78-64 
242 U.S.C. 11431 et seq. (McKinney-Vento Act) 
31<.R.S 158.120; OAG 80-47; OAG 79-327; OAG 75-602; G.C. v. Owensboro Public 
Schools, 711 F.3d 623 (6th Cir., 2013) 

4KRS 158.155; KRS 157.330; KRS 158.150 
I<.R.S 157.320; KRS 157.350; KRS 157.360; KRS 158.100; I<.R.S 199.802 
702 KAR 007:125; 704 KAR 007:090; OAG 91-171 
P. L. 104-208 
P. L. 114-95 (Every Student Succeeds Act of2015), 20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. 
8 U.S.C. Sections 1101 and 1184: 8 C.F.R. Section 214 
Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982) 
Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974 (EEOA) 

RELATED POLICIES: 

06.32; 08.1114; 09.11; 09.121; 09.1222; 09.1223; 09.123; 09.124 
09.126 (re requirements/exceptions for students from military families) 
09.14; 09.211 

Adopted/Amended: 7/11/2022 
Order#: 5 
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STUDENTS 09.122 

Attendance Requirements 

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 

All children in the District who have entered kindergarten or who are between the ages of six ( 6), 
as of August 1, and eighteen (18), except those specifically exempted by statute, shall enroll and 
be in regular attendance in the schools to which they are assigned.1 

Per 704 KAR 005:060, any five (5) year old child not otherwise subject to compulsory 
attendance laws, but who voluntarily enrolls in the primary school program at the beginning of 
the school year, may upon parental or guardian's written request be withdrawn from the program 
at any time within the first two (2) school calendar months. At the end of such trial period a child 
shall be considered irrevocably entered into the primary school program for purposes of KRS 
159.010 and KRS 159.020. 

EXEMPTIONS FROM COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 

The Board shall exempt the following from compulsory attendance: 

1. A graduate from an accredited or approved 4-year high school; 

2. A pupil who is enrolled in a private or parochial school; 

3. A pupil who is less than seven (7) years old and in regular attendance in a private 
kindergarten nursery school; 

4. A pupil whose physical or mental condition prevents or renders inadvisable, attendance 
at school or application to study; 

5. A pupil who is enrolled and in regular attendance in private, parochial, or church 
school programs for exceptional children; 

6. A pupil who is enrolled and in regular attendance in a state supported program for 
exceptional children;2 or 

7. A student enrolled in a District-operated alternative education program who attains a 
High School Equivalency Diploma. 8 

STATEMENT REQUIRED 

The Board, before granting an exemption, shall require a signed statement as required by law 
unless a student's individual education plan (IEP) specifies that placement of the child with a 
disability at home or in a hospital is the least restrictive environment for providing services.2 

EXCEPTIONS TO PRESENCE AT SCHOOL 

Students must be physically present in school to be counted in attendance, except under the 
following conditions: 

1. Students shall be counted in attendance when they are receiving home/hospital, 
institutional,2 or court-ordered instruction in another setting. 

2. Participation of a pupil in 4-H activities that are regularly scheduled and under the 
supervision of a county extension agent or the designated 4-H club leader shall be 
considered school attendance.3 
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STUDENTS 09.122 
(CONTINUED) 

Attendance Requirements 

EXCEPTIONS TO PRESENCE AT SCHOOL (CONTINUED) 

3. Students may participate in co-curricular activities and be counted as being in 
attendance during the instructional school day, provided the Principal/designee has 
given prior approval to the scheduling of the activities. Approval shall be granted only 
when co-curricular activities and trips are instructional in nature, directly related to the 
instructional program, and scheduled to minimize absences from classroom 
instruction.4 

4. Students enrolled and participating in a full-time, online, virtual and remote learning 
program, or participating in an off-site virtual high school class or block may ·be 

9counted in attendance in keeping with statute and regulation.4 
& 

5. Students having an individual education plan (IEP) that requires less than full-time 
instructional services shall not be required to be present for a full school day.4 

6. Students who attend classes for moral instruction at the time specified and for the 
period fixed shall be credited with the time spent as if they had been in actual 
attendance in school, and the time shall be calculated as part of the actual school work 
required by law. Students shall not be penalized for any school work missed during the 
~pecified moral instruction time. 5 

7. Students participating as part of a school-sponsored interscholastic athletic team, who 
compete in a regional or state tournament sanctioned by the Kentucky Board of 
Education or KHSAA, that occurs on a regularly scheduled student attendance day 
shall be counted and recorded present at school on the date or dates of the competition, 
for a maximum of two (2) days per student per school year. Students shall be expected 
to complete any assignments missed on the date or dates of the competition.6 

8. The pupil is participating in standards-based, performance-based credit that is awarded 
in accordance with 704 KAR 003:305, and that falls within one (1) or more of the 
categories of standards-based course work. A pupil may be counted in attendance for 
performance-based credit for a class or block for the year or semester in which the 
pupil initially enrolled in the class or block if the pupil demonstrates proficiency in 

7accordance with local policies.4 & 

9. Students attending basic training required by a branch of the United States Armed 
Forces shall be considered present for all purposes for up to ten (10) days.3 

10. Students participating in any of the page programs of the General Assembly.3 
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STUDENTS 09.122 
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Attendance Requirements 

REFERENCES: 

1KRS 159.010; OAG 85-55 
2KRS 159.030 
3KRS 159.035 
4702 KAR 007:125 
5KRS 158.240 
6KRS 158.070 
7704 KAR 003:305 
8KRS 158.143 
9KRS 158.150 
KRS 158.030; KRS 159.020; KRS 159.180; KRS 159.990 
704 KAR 003:535; 704 KAR 005:060 
OAG 79-68; OAG 79-539; OAG 87-40; OAG 97-26 

RELATED POLICIES: 

08.131; 08.1312; 09.111; 09.121; 09.123; 09.36 
Adopted/ Amended: 7/10/2023 

Order#: 6 
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STUDENTS 09.1222 

Nonresident Students 

The District shall allow nonresident students to enroll in the District pursuant to existing 
Admissions and Attendance Policy 09.12, Tuition Policy 09 .124, and related procedures. 

Upon allowing nonresident pupil enrollment, the policy shall allow nonresident children to be 
eligible to enroll in any public school located within the District. The policy shall not 
discriminate between nonresident pupils, but may recognize enrollment capacity, as detennined 
by the District. The nonresident pupil policy and any subsequent changes adopted by the Board 
shall be filed with the Kentucky Department of Education no later than thirty (30) days following 
their adoption. 1 

REFERENCES: 

1KRS 158.120 
KRS 157.350 

RELATED POLICIES: 

09.12; 09.124; 09.313; 09.42811 
Adopted/ Amended: 7/11/2022 

Order#: 5 
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STUDENTS 09.123 

Absences and Excuses 

Pupils are required to attend regularly and punctually the school in which they are enrolled. 
Recording of absences and tardies shall be made in compliance with the requirements of 702 
KAR 007:125. 1 

TRUANCY DEFINED 

Any student who has attained the age of six (6), but has not reached his/her eighteenth (18th) 
birthday, who has been absent from school without valid excuse for three (3) days or more, or 
tardy without valid excuse on three (3) days or more, is a truant. 

Any student enrolled in a public school who has attained the age of eighteen (18) years, but has 
not reached his/her twenty-first (21st) birthday, who has been absent from school without valid 
excuse for three (3) or more days, or tardy without valid excuse on three (3) or more days, is a 
truant. 

Any student who has been reported as a truant two (2) or more times is an habitual truant. 

For the purposes of establishing a student's status as a truant, a student's attendance record is 
cumulative for an entire school year. When students transfer from one Kentucky district to 
another, attendance information from the previous district shall become part of their official 
attendance record for that school year. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES 

An excused absence is one for which work may be made up, such as: 

1. Death or severe illness in the pupil's immediate family; 

2. Illness of the pupil, including mental or behavioral health, when verified by a doctor's 
statement. No more than five (5) additional absences, with parental verification, may 
be excused. 

3. Religious holidays and practices; 

4. One (1) day for attendance at the Kentucky State Fair; 

5. All Court appearances verified by court documentation; 

6. Documented military leave; 

7. One (1) day prior to departure ofparent/guardian called to active military duty; 

8. One (1) day upon the return ofparent/guardian from active military duty; 

9. Visitation for up to ten (10) days with the student's parent, de facto custodian, or 
person with legal custody who, while on active military duty stationed outside of the 
country, is granted rest and recuperation leave; 

10. Ten (10) days for students attending basic training required by a branch of the United 
States Armed Forces; 

11. Students participating in any of the page programs of the General Assembly;2 or 
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STUDENTS 09.123 
(CONTINUED) 

Absences and Excuses 

EXCUSED ABSENCES (CONTINUED) 

12. Other valid reasons as determined by the Principal, including trips qualifying as 
educational enhancement opportunities. 

Students shall be granted an excused absence for up to ten (10) school days to pursue 
an educational enhancement opportunity determined by the Principal to be of 
significant educational value. This opportunity may include, but not be limited to, 
participation in an educational foreign exchange program or an intensive instructional, 
experiential, or performance program in one (1) of the core curriculum subjects of 
English, science, mathematics, social studies, foreign language, and the arts. 

Unless the Principal determines that extenuating circumstances exist, requests for 
date(s) falling within State or District testing periods shall not be granted. 

The Principal's determination may be appealed to the Superintendent/designee whose 
decision may then be appealed to the Board under its grievance policy and procedures. 

Students receiving an excused absence under this section shall have the opportunity to 
make up school work missed and shall not have their class grades adversely affected for 
lack of class attendance or class participation due to the excused absence. 

The Student Code of Conduct shall include specific attendance requirements. 

MAKE-UP WORK 

Students shall be responsible for arranging for make-up work with their teachers. 

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 

Work may not be made up for unexcused absences. 

SCHOOLS IMPLEMENTING SBDM 

School councils shall develop policies, to be implemented by the Principal, for absences, excuses 
for absences, and tardies. 

REFERENCES: 

1702 KAR 007:125 
2KRS 159.035 
KRS 36.396; KRS 38.470; KRS 40.366 
KRS 158.070; KRS 158.183; KRS 158.293; KRS 158.294 
KRS 159.140; KRS 159.150; KRS 159.180 
OAG 76-566; OAG 79-68; OAG 79-539; OAG 91-79; OAG 96-28 

RELATED POLICIES: 

09.111; 09.122; 09.4281 
09.126 (re requirements/exceptions for students from military families) 

Adopted/ Amended: 7/11/2022 
Order#: 
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STUDENTS 09.124 

Tuition 

FEES To BE CHARGED 

The Board may charge a fee for each student attending its schools, whose parent is not a bona 
fide resident of the District. 1 

The Board shall charge a fee, equal to the guaranteed amount of revenue per pupil which is 
provided to the District pursuant to the provisions of KRS 157.310 - KRS 157.440 (SEEK 
funding), for any student attending its schools whose parent is not a bona fide resident of the 
District. 

REDUCTION OF TUITION 

By presenting a copy of the official tax bill, parents/guardians of nonresident students may 
reduce the assessed amount of tuition by an amount equal to the school taxes paid to the District 
during the previous year. 

ADMISSION OF NONRESIDENTS 

Tuition students shall be accepted only when criteria established by the Board has been met. 
Admission shall be reviewed annually. 

PAYMENT 

Tuition charges must be paid in advance on a monthly, semester, or yearly basis. 

CHILDREN OF EMPLOYEES 

As a professional courtesy, the Board may accept pupils of all school employees without tuition 
payment regardless of where they live. 

REFERENCES: 

1KRS 158.120 
237 S.W. 2D 65 (1951) 
OAG 80-47; OAG 91-75 
KRS 158.135 
702 KAR 007:125 

RELATED POLICIES: 

09.12; 09.1222 
09.126 (re requirements/exceptions for students from military families) 

Adopted/ Amended: 7/11/2022 
Order#: 5 
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